128 INNOVATIONS AND FOREIGN INFLUENCES

should last, that is to say eternally. " I will build them up
and not pull them down; 1 will plant them and not pluck them
up." 1

The foregoing paragraphs present a brief summary of the
affirmations, not always consistent, which constantly recur in
the works of the Prophets both of the Exile and of the Return.
In them Israel found consolation for its fallen state in
the contemplation of future triumph, and a spur to zeal in
God's service, by which it might hasten the advent of the
promised paradisal age. There was not the slightest doubt
that this blissful existence would take place on the earth, and that
the new bond of union with Jahweh, which would be the precious
reward of his restored favour, would result merely in human
happiness. It was true that this happiness would reach a
degree of intensity hitherto unknown among men, but it would
none the less be moulded by the aspirations, the prejudices
and the passions of the Jews who were anticipating it.

A narrow and bitter nationalism, a jealous theocracy, and
the desire for full material satisfaction, united to create this
alluring dream of a renewed world, born out of desolation and
dismay. The Grseco-Romans would have thought of a revival
of this kind as a return to the Golden Age, but for the Jews it
meant rather a reversion to that life of innocence and bliss
which Adam and Eve led in Eden when the world was young,
a time when man and beast should once more lie side by side in
perfect amity and peace as they did of old (Isa. xi. 6-8 ; ii. 4).2
Ultimately the pagan and the Jewish visions merge in a common
desire for a life of unalloyed happiness in a world for ever young,
beneficent and fruitful:

Ver erat aetermim, placidique tepentibus auris
Mulcebant Zephyri natos sine semine flores.

Ovid, Metamorphoses, i, 107 ff.

In theory it was Jahweh himself who was to establish and
maintain the new order.3 The elect who were to take part in
it were to assemble either on the mountain of Jahweh or in his
city or his garden,* and he was to be in their midst. Since he
was the undisputed ruler of the present world, it was only
natural that he should also rule the world to come, a conclusion
which was reinforced by the tendency to heighten the idea of
his sovereignty. The Second Isaiah is really the first Old

1 Jer. xxiv. 6.    Cf. xxxi, 36 ff.

2 CCLIX, 152 ff.

3 Mic. iv. ;   Ps. xlvii. 9 ;   xevi.-xcix.    Cf. CCLIX, 209 ff.

4  CCLIX, 164 ff. ;   171 jOT.;   179 ff.